
Storage Bin Winter Shelter

Materials needed: 

 Large (30 to 55 gallons), durable storage bin that can withstand 
cold temperatures

 8 ft L x 2 ft W sheet of 1 inch thick hard Styrofoam

 Yardstick

 Box cutter or utility knife

 Straw, shredded newspaper or other insulating material.

Assemble as follows: 

1. Cut a doorway six inches by six inches in one of the long sides of the storage bin towards the

corner. To prevent flooding, cut the opening so that the bottom of the doorway is several

inches above the ground.

2. Line the floor of the bin with a piece of Styrofoam, using the yardstick and box cutter to cut

out the piece.

3. In similar fashion, line each of the four interior walls of the bin with a piece of the

Styrofoam.  Perfect cuts are not necessary. Don't make the Styrofoam go all the way up to

the top of the bin, but leave a uniform gap of at least three inches between the top of these

Styrofoam "wall pieces" and the upper lip of the bin. There needs to be room for an interior

Styrofoam "roof" to fit.

4. Cut out a doorway in the Styrofoam where it is lined up with the doorway that has been cut

out already in the storage bin. Trace the outline of the doorway on the Styrofoam first before

cutting.

5. Stuff the bottom of the bin with straw or other insulating material to hold the Styrofoam

interior wall pieces in place.

6. Cut out a Styrofoam "roof" to rest on top of the Styrofoam interior wall pieces

7. Cover the bin with its lid.

Tips: 

This shelter can be cleaned by taking off the lid and the Styrofoam roof. It's also lightweight and will
need to be weighed down. A flap over the doorway is optional. Catnip can be sprinkled inside at first 

to attract the cats. 
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